MARY   STUART                     iS?
familiar throughout her life with Elizabeth who
was now upon the throne and had been for now
ten years the figure-head, at least, of government,
and a vigorous figure-head, though really ruled
by Cecil.
Yet there was a large minority of English-
men who felt so strongly in the matter that they
would have put Mary Stuart upon the throne
or, at any rate, have insisted upon her succeeding
Elizabeth; for it was getting more and more
certain that Elizabeth was incapable of having
an heir.
There was a rebellion in Mary's favour which
was crushed by Cecil's government with the
utmost barbarity; and thenceforward her im-
mediate cause was lost. An effort to marry her
to the young Duke of Norfolk, who, though a
strong Protestant, represented the older nobility,
was discovered by Cecil and was used by him
as a pretext for putting Norfolk to death and for
affirming his triumph over his rivals; and thence-
forward Mary remained not only a closer prisoner
than ever but one whom Cecil also planned to
put to death in her turn,
Cecil's main reason for getting Mary out of
the way was the fact that he was the head of the
clique of new millionaires who could not be
certain of their continued power unless Catholi-
cism were crushed; and a second reason was that.